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Orange County to ‘ban the box’ asking job
applicants about past criminal convictions

By GRACE TOOHEY
ORLANDO SENTINEL | SEP 10, 2021
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People applying for a job with the Orange County government will no longer have to
disclose prior criminal convictions at the beginning of the application process, a
move officials and advocates hope will improve access to employment for those with

a criminal record, Human Resources Director Ricardo Daye announced Friday.

“A lot of viable candidates might be deterred to even apply for positions with the
county, just because they got to answer that question,” Daye said. “We want to make

sure there’s no barrier for people who want to work.”
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The policy change was revealed at a press conference marking the county’s
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second annual “Desmond Meade Day,” honoring Meade’s work in the community
helping restore the right to vote for Floridians with prior felony convictions.

Meade, the executive director of the Orlando-based Florida Rights Restoration
Coalition, which spearheaded the 2018 amendment that voters

overwhelmingly approved to give people with prior felony convictions
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That’s the name of a national campaign aimed at improving employment
opportunities for people who were formerly incarcerated or have prior criminal
convictions. Local governments across the nation have in recent years eliminated
such questions on job applications, including the city of Orlando in 2015.

“I definitely want to commend Mayor
Demings on the swiftness of how he’s
moving on this policy,” said Meade,
who previously was incarcerated in
Florida.
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FRRC’s Deputy Director Neil Volz, who has also completed his sentence for a felony
conviction, said removing the question about criminal history on job applications
eliminates a “huge hurdle.” He said it has taken him weeks to get a job interview
because of that question.

“The process of taking that off of the employment screening process is a huge deal,
because you get an opportunity to actually share a little bit about your qualifications

and what you do,” Volz said. “For me, getting a job changed my life.”

Daye said the county is in the process of revamping its application process to
eliminate that question for most jobs and hopes to have the new policy
implemented in early October. The question will not be eliminated for certain public
safety positions, like corrections officers or firefighters, county spokesperson
Despina McLaughlin said.

“Orange County government is a very large employer,” Daye said. “We want to make
sure we are giving every citizen the opportunity to participate in our process.”
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He said the county is proud to partner with Meade and FRRC to improve access to

jobs, noting that the county is currently hiring for many positions, including

at the convention center and in the public works department. Orange County

employs more than 8,000 people.

Banning the box will allow the county to focus on someone’s qualifications and
skills, Daye said, but there will still be a background check completed after a job
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[Popular on OrlandoSentinel.com] NPR finds feds sell flood-prone home to

unsuspecting buyers in Florida »

“We see this as an opportunity to expand our pool of applicants,” Daye said.

The change coming to Orange County’s hiring process supports FRRC’s new
statewide campaign focusing on employment opportunities for returning citizens, or

people who recently completed prison sentences, Volz said.

“Second chance employment is important because it’s a win for everybody,” Volz
said, noting it helps businesses or governments fill positions, helps returning
citizens find gainful and dignified employment and helps reduce crime, because
people with jobs are less likely to re-offend.

Desmond Meade. a voting rights advocate. talks to a large crowd during the Souls to the Polls event in downtown
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challenged everyone in the community tc
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fortunate or struggling, from elected officials to residents.
LATEST BREAKING NEWS

NPR finds feds sell flood-prone home to unsuspecting buyers in Florida
3h

Tropical Storm Nicholas nears Gulf Coast; 2 other disturbances in Atlantic
3h

Orlando gas prices simmer down along with state average
4h

“I could not have gotten here without community. I could not have gotten here
without the actions of nonprofits, the action of community advocates, the actions of
county governments in helping me change my life around,” Meade said. “... I think
its only fitting the two things we highlight on Desmond Meade Day are second

chances and community service.”

FRRC members and volunteers planned to spend Friday delivering food and
hygiene supplies to homeless and in-need populations across Central Florida.

“Be open and receptive of second chances,” Meade said. “If we want the city of
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Orlando, if we want ... Orange County to be a stronger, greater, more thriving place
to live, then we must do all we can to all we can to empower those pushed to the
fringe of our society.”

gtoohey@orlandosentinel.com

TRIAL OFFER

C AN/ NINMAS



SQRAVELE NUYVY
Capital One Shopping | Sponsored

Neuropathy & Nerve Damage? Do This Immediately (Watch)

NerveControl | Sponsorizzato

Are You Over 50? This game is a must!

Raid Shadow Legends | Sponsorizzato

If You Are Above 40, this City-Building Game is Addictive. No Install...

Goodgame Empire | Sponsored
New Bed Frames Are Turning Heads And Finally On Sale
Best Selling Bed Frames | Search Ads | Sponsorizzato LEARN MORE

If You Are Above 30, this Fantasy Game is a Must-Have. No Install.

Elvenar | Sponsorizzato PLAY NOW

The Best Face Mask for Air Travel in 2021.

Sonovia| Sponsored READ MORE

AIvaaiid

You May Like Sponsored Links by Taboola

This Only Looks Like A Regular Pocketknife - A Deejo Is Anything But That
My Deejo

TRIAL OFFER

C AN/ NINMAS



. QARAVE NUVY
Croc's New Line Of Shoes Are Tremendous

ANl Thinae Anmawral | Qanwerh Ads T.EARN MORFE
New Shaftless Stair Lifts takes Only Hours to Install- See How Much They Cost
Stair Lifts | Search Ads

MOST READ « NEWS >

Comedian Patton Oswalt cancels Florida tour dates over COVID-19 concerns

21m

FDA official hopeful kids 5 to 11 can get vaccines by year's end

25m

Florida middle schoolers face judge after school shooting threat arrests: report

30m

ADVERTISEMENT
"n
LN NECT
=
7 ) 0 o
=
TRIBUNE PUBLISHING
Chicago Tribune New York Daily News
The Baltimore Sun Sun Sentinel of Fla.
The Morning Call of Pa. Hartford Courant
SUPPORT QUALITY NEWS

TRIAL OFFER 4 weeks for 99¢

C AN/ NINMAS



COMPANY INFO
Archives
Orlando Sentinel
Privacy Policy
Terms of Service

Manage Web Notifications

Advaaiid

TRIAL OFFER

SQRAVE NUVY

Careers

Contact Us
Place an Ad
Help Center

Classifieds

Copyright © 2021, Orlando Sentinel

SUPPORT QUALITY NEWS

4 weeks for 99¢

C AN/ NINMAS



